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Name:   Jade Eckels 
Hometown:  Indianapolis, IN 
Education: Brandeis University, BA in English/BA in African and Afro-American Studies with minors 

in History and Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
Brown University, MA in Urban Education Policy 

 
1. What do you do at the Clinic? / What is your role at the Clinic?  

a. I serve as the Data Analyst VISTA at the clinic. My responsibilities include the following: 
research, collect, analyze, and report on patient health access/outcomes and healthcare 
trainee outcomes; coordinate data collection for internal/external reporting, including 
the Clinic’s Medical Advisory Committee; complete reports on Clinic statistics including 
health indicators, the volunteer model, and financial impact; evaluate the effectiveness 
of current data analysis initiatives; and spearhead innovative data analysis and reporting 
initiatives. 

2. How has the Clinic influenced your next step? / What’s next? / How has the Clinic prepared you 
for life after VISTA? 

a. After VISTA, my goal is to secure a position as a Data Analyst in Massachusetts or Rhode 
Island. My preference would be to serve in an education-based nonprofit though I am 
open to other non-profits or public agencies. My VISTA position allows me to expand 
upon my academic training in data analysis and program evaluation. I will also gain new 
professional relationships that will enhance my connection with and knowledge of the 
local nonprofit landscape. 

3. What is the most rewarding part of your job? / What is your favorite part about working at the 
Clinic? 

a. I wholeheartedly believe in the mission and goals of the clinic. I feel deeply satisfied at 
the end of each day, because I am acutely aware of the impact that the clinic has on 
Rhode Island’s low-income communities. Additionally, serving as a VISTA at the Clinic is 
a rare opportunity for professional growth that I don’t take for granted. The VISTAs have 
an incredible amount of autonomy and responsibility. I know that I will be able to grow 
from this experience and leverage the skills gained here in my future endeavors.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


