
Meet the Rhode Island Free Clinic VISTAs! (2019-2020) 
 

 
Name:   Anna Magavern  
Hometown:  Buffalo, NY 
Education: Brown University: BA Comparative Literature 
 

1. What do you do at the Clinic? / What is your role at the Clinic?  
a. As the Grants & Program Development VISTA, I work closely with Director of Strategic 

Partnerships/Grants/NRIAHEC, Marvin Ronning, and Data Analyst VISTA, Jade Eckels. I 
manage the Clinic’s grant portfolio by writing grant proposals, acknowledgments, & 
reports for approximately 50 grants throughout the year. I conduct research on 
prospective funders to expand our grant portfolio, and I work to track current grant 
funder records, enhance donor stewardship, and develop the Clinic’s narratives on 
patient impact. I support the Clinic’s emerging services through program development 
(idea cultivation, funding, implementation, & evaluation). In particular, I support the 
Clinic’s role as the Northern RI Area Health Education Center (AHEC), providing program 
support for workforce training activities at the Clinic. I am also the VISTA liaison to the 
Clinic’s Finance Committee.  

 
2. How has the Clinic influenced your next step? / What’s next? / How has the Clinic prepared you 

for life after VISTA? 
a. At the Clinic, I am learning so much about grant writing & coordinating, nonprofit 

administration, and healthcare. The experiences I am having at the Clinic are 
emboldening me to pursue public interest work in the future. After this year, I plan to 
continue working in the nonprofit world, hopefully in a capacity that allows me to 
pursue research & writing for the public good.  
 

3. What is the most rewarding part of your job? / What is your favorite part about working at the 
Clinic? 

a. I love that even though my work at the Clinic is on the administrative side, I feel so 
aware of how my role connects to the day-to-day operations of the Clinic in patient care 
and workforce training, and to the work of all of the VISTAs, volunteers, and staff here. I 
am grateful to be part of an awesome VISTA team that is making it a priority to keep 
each other updated on our projects, successes, and challenges. It’s exciting to hear 
about what everyone is doing and find new ways to work together. 

 


