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Why did you choose to serve as an AmeriCorps VISTA?
After graduating in 2019, I served an AmeriCorps State term at a middle school in rural 
Colorado. I loved my experience in AmeriCorps and sought an AmeriCorps VISTA position to 
contribute to capacity building in other non-profits. Specifically, I looked for community health 
programs providing care for underserved populations while I applied to medical school during 
the 2020-2021 cycle. When I found the Clinical Operations AmeriCorps VISTA position at RIFC, I 
felt like it brought together everything that I was looking for. As I applied and spoke with the 
previous AmeriCorps VISTAs, I was amazed to learn about their experiences navigating a 
national pandemic while continuing to serve the Clinic’s patients. I knew that it was a team that 
I needed to be a part of.

What has surprised you most about the AmeriCorps VISTA experience?
The extent to which this AmeriCorps VISTA team helps run the Rhode Island Free Clinic is 
incredible. From coordinating the volunteer providers who care for our patients to securing the 
grant funding that keeps our doors open, each member of the AmeriCorps VISTA team has an 
immense, palpable impact on the lives and well-being of our patients. In my role specifically, I 
am responsible for supporting and improving workflows in the Clinic including maintaining our 
electronic medical record and introducing new systems such as ePrescribing and paperless 
referrals.

What is your favorite memory from your time in RI?
During one of the final weekends of this summer, I got together with a previous VISTA who had 
returned to the Clinic for a summer internship to develop our behavioral health program, as well 
as with another AmeriCorps VISTA from her year who was visiting the area. We went to the 
Narrows in Narragansett and spent the day exploring on stand-up paddleboards and picnicking 
by the beach. It was so cool to have that sort of inter-generational relationship with other 
AmeriCorps VISTAs who had served in my role at the Clinic. I loved hearing their perspectives on 
how the Clinic had grown since their service terms and the advice that they had to share about 
making the most of my time.
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